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Hello, the purpose of the personal statement is for you to tell us a little about yourself and your goals and to give us information on your previous studies, if any, and your confidence level studying online. Finally, to let us​ know of any issues such as learning difficulties and so on. 
Applicant’s Name:
 
1. Tell us a little about yourself (100 words max)
 



2. How long is it since you have been involved in a formal course of study? (By formal here, we mean part of the education system such as Junior Certificate, Leaving Certificate, college or further education courses. This does not include in-service training.) Please state the year you completed your formal education in and the highest level you achieved.
Your answer: I completed my formal education in:
The highest level I achieved was:
 
3. Where are you currently working/volunteering? Please indicate your weekly work or volunteering hours. 
Your answer: 

4. What do you hope to achieve in your career in the future?
     Your answer: 

5. Why do you want to take the course?
     Your answer: 

6. How will the course help you achieve your goals for the future? 
    Your answer: 


7. Which of the following statements best describes your feelings about returning to study? Please choose one option.
A. I have no concerns about returning to education
B. I have some concerns about returning to education
C. I have major concerns about returning to education
Your answer: 
8. Have you ever completing a course online before? 
Your answer with an example of the type of course you completed, if applicable. 

9. If you have concerns about returning to education, please note the areas you are worried about. This course will be delivered using the College’s eLearning platform, MyOTC and through applications such as Padlet and Zoom. You will be expected to type your submissions using Word or Google Docs and email the College team. 
A. Learning online – unsure how to use the College’s online platform 
B. Studying
C. Typing
D. Writing assignments
E. Managing my time
F. Not being able for the workload
G. Losing motivation 
H. Being alone/ lack of interaction with my fellow students
I. Lack of interaction with the course team, my tutor
J. Dealing with technical issues
K. Getting distracted 
L. Other
Please note your areas of concern from the above list and add any we have not included. Please try and give as much information as possible so we can identify how best to support you. No such thing as a silly concern – so don’t hold back!
Your answer: 


10. Are there any particular supports that you feel would help you with your study during this course?
Your answer: 




11. Have you considered how your involvement in this course will impact on other parts of your life, i.e., the balance of study, work and family? Please choose one option: 
A. Yes, I have and have a plan to make it work
B. Yes, but no plan as yet, I will see how things go 
C. No, it is a concern to be honest 
D. No, not yet, but I will work it out
E. No, not yet, and I will need help with this. 
[bookmark: _Hlk152169275]Please note your option and explain why here: 


12. Are you comfortable using Word or Google Docs? 
A. Yes, I use one of them regularly
B. Yes, a bit rusty but can open and type up a document, save it and send by email or upload it for example. 
C. No, not really. 
Please note your option here and expand on why you picked this option. 


13. Do you have a device to use for your studies? If so, what device will you be using for your studies? 
A. I will be using this device: 
B. No, I have to buy one. 

14. Do you have a space to study?
A. Yes, I have a dedicated space to sit and complete my studies. 
B. No, not yet. 
Your answer: 

15. Do you have any learning or medical support requirements that the College should be aware of?
 Your answer: 


16. Many thanks for your time in completing this statement. Please add anything here that you wish to ask the programme team, or additional information you wish to add. 
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